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Special Note:
I attended a workshop recently for photographers.
The advice from the main
speaker was this:
•

Compose and Wait

•
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Compose and Wait

I have taken that advice and tried to practice it this summer.
Creative images begin
in the mind’s eye first!
Keith

The theme for this issue
is:
“Six days of creation”

Theologian Karl Barth
saw creation as an
expression of grace:
“The existence of the
creature alongside
God is the great puzzle and miracle, the
great question to
which we must and
may give an answer,
the answer given us
through God’s Word;
it is the genuine question about existence,
which is essentially
and fundamentally
distinguished from the
question which rests
upon error, “Is there a
God?” That there is a
world is the most unheard-of thing, the
miracle of the grace of
God.’

Seminary.” With almost
half of our community
non-residential, this will
be a great theme to explore! Use any camera,
even your cell phone's
and look at our community through a lens.
In the invitation for submissions that will follow
in a future email, more
directions will be given,
but picture away!
It is our prayer and
hope that you may find
visual and spiritual
nurturance in these
pages!
Your editors,

Our next issue will be
out in a few months.
The theme for that issue will be “Life at
Western Theological

Keith and Jaco
[JH]

Six Days…”let there be..”

Classroom
For many of us, the vast majority of
pictures we take are of people.
Here are a few tips by photographer Andrew Hudson that will improve your images. Hudson writes:

Location
The first thing to do is find your
location. Choose a spot with a simple, medium-toned background.
Tree foliage, grass or the ocean
works well. For darker skin, look
for a similarly dark background to
keep the highlight (and thus the
camera's exposure) on the face.
Minimize patterns, shapes and colors. Keep that background simple
or include a famous landmark.

Lighting
Get the sun behind you and to one
side. If it's bright, put people in the
shade (harsh, direct sunlight washes
out the face). If it's dark in the
shade, use the fill-flash feature to
brighten up the face.
The best time is the late afternoon
as it gives a nice, warm, golden
glow. At other times, with an SLR
camera, you can simulate this glow
with an 81B or C filter.
A popular technique is to put your
subject in the shade, then use fillflash to lighten up the face. Bring a
small reflector or white card to reflect sunlight into the harsh shadow
areas.
Occasionally, having the sun shine
from behind the subject
(backlighting) looks good as it creates a halo through the hair, showing form and drawing the face out
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of the background.

Proportion

If you're shooting indoors with
an SLR, 'bounce' the flash off a
wall or ceiling for more natural
lighting. A separate hand-held
flash is best and can be positioned far enough away from
the lens to avoid red eye.

Generally try to keep the eyes,
not necessarily the head, in the
center of the frame. If the person is looking slightly to one
side, add extra space to that
side.

Lens
If you have an SLR, use a
135mm or similar lens for the
most pleasing perspective. Use
the widest aperture (lowest fnumber) to blur the background
and highlight the face for a
movie-like look. If the background is important, use a small
aperture (high f-number) to get
everything in focus.

If your subject is to one side and
there's a lot of contrast in the
shot, you might need to control
the exposure. To do this, zoom
or close in on your subject
(perhaps a person's face) then
press the exposure lock button.
Keep this button pressed down
while you recompose and take
your shot.

How To Photograph
People
By Andrew Hudson
www.photosecrets.com/ tips.p07.html

Positioning

Relax Your Subject

Get close. Don't include their
full body but zoom straight in to
the face. For close ups, crop out
the top of the head and overfill
the frame. Being at eye level
usually works best, so for children, kneel down.

Get your subject relaxed and happy.
For friends or family, remind them of a
silly event. With children, give them
something to play with. For local people, ask them about the location, their
job or skill, or complement their
clothes. People hate waiting while you
adjust your camera so always plan the
shot and adjust your camera first, before asking people to pose.
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Light and darkness: Day #1
There is something a about being high!
Here I was on a mountain north of
Cape Town, South Africa, looking towards the West. The field of grain had
small lakes dispersed throughout, reflecting like mirrors. The rocks nearby
were only recognizable as a silhouette.
The clouds rolled in and it was truly
dark, far removed from city lights. As
the last rays of the sun disappeared and
darkness set in, I could not help but
think of the many nights I spent as a
hospital chaplain visiting patients. Many
patients who knew they were close to
death were afraid of nightfall. I remember visiting with a World War 1 veteran who, barely able to speak, asked
me if I would stay the with him through
the night. He died shortly after midnight. I often wonder if I too will be
afraid of the dark when the time comes
for me to meet the Light?
JH

Darkness cannot
drive out darkness;
only light can do
that. Hate cannot
drive out hate; only
love can do that.
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Genesis 1:1,3

“In beginning, God created the
heavens and the earth… And
God said, “Let there be light.”
(Kano, BP: Lake KD)

Who do
you see
when you
look at the
stars?

The Southern Cross, has given direction to many for millennia. When I do not see it I feel lost. When I do
see it , I know I belong. This picture taken in Addo Elephant Reserve (South Africa) reminds me that grace
is belonging to a God bigger than the Cross, but humble enough to die on one.
JH
This picture of the Doradus
Nebula (taken at Kennedy
Space Center Gallery) shows
how thousands of stars are
being born in gas clouds. The
nebula is located in the
Large Magellanic Cloud, a
satellite galaxy of the Milky
Way located 170,000 lightyears from Earth.
“Stellar winds” of several million miles per hour are found
in the nebula.
Now, if that does not tell us
how infinitesimal small and
insignificant we are, and how
Glorious our Creator is, what
will? Read more about this
nebula at www.ksc.nasa.gov
JH

Sky
and
Water
Day #2

Taken in the Smokey Mountain National
Park this past June, the rays of light falling on the stream connected heaven and
earth. I felt strangely connected to God .

St. Augustine, FL

Red Meadow Lake, MT

At water’s edge, water and sky come closer than in any other place I can
imagine. Jesus walked on water and then was taken up into the sky. The
gull in the image was one of many. It looked as if they wanted to communicate with the people who was enjoying a sunset stroll. They would
slowly glide the evening wind, passing you in slow motion. Maybe that’s
it: When water and sky meet, time slows down!
Red Meadow Lake is on the Continental Divide Trail in Montana’s
Whitefish Range. The water was crystal clear. One could see the grayling and lake trout swim and so too the trees that avalanches washed into
the lake. In the lake, water, earth, and sky became one. I left the day’s offroad motorcycling grime and dirt in the lake. It was baptismal.
JH

The Good Earth
M. Eugene Osterhaven, Emiritu
s Albertus C. Van Raalte profess
or of systematic theology at West
ern Theological Seminary, writes
in Garment of God: A Theology
of Nature: There is precedent in
the Reformed tradition for the hig
h evaluation of nature that many
are expressing in our day. Wisdo
m and biblical fidelity should moti
vate us to as real an interest in it.
Our interest should also be qualit
atively different from that of some
nature-lovers, for we do not see t
he world as eternal, or self-origin
ated, or as a meaningless mass
of matter and energy, but as a pr
oduct of God who, having made i
t, declared it good.” (p. 4)

Caption describing picture or graphic.

I Asked For Wonder….Abraham Joshua Heschel
To Mock the Dawn
We can never sneer at the stars, mock the dawn, or
scoff at the totality of being. Sublime grandeur
evokes unhesitating, unflinching awe. Away from
the immense, cloistered in our own concepts, we
may scorn and revile everything.
But, standing between earth and sky, we are silenced by the sight…….(p.2)
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Genesis 1: 6
“ And God said, “
Let there be an
expanse between
the waters” …”

Vegetation: Day #3

Page 8

VOLUME 2, ISSUE 3

Pine bark, MT
For millions of years, the mountain pine beetle and North
America’s natural pine forests
have lived in perfect symbiosis.
In summer the beetles burrow
into the trees and in winter,
when temperatures reach -20C
for a few weeks, most of the
beetles die. So too does the
blue stain fungi that are on the
wings of the beetles.
The fungi rubs off when a beetles burrow into a tree. The
blue stain fungus keeps a tree
from taking up water and other
nutrients. As winters are get-

ting warmer, however, the beetles and the fungi survive.
Last year, there was a 1500%
increase of the mountain beetle
in Colorado, leaving vast areas
of land vulnerable to fire and
ground erosion.
An infected tree die within a
year. Today, more trees die of
thirst due to the pine beetle
than logging and wild fires combined. And almost all these
trees have access to water. The
process ends naturally within 35 years with a mass die-off as

the beetles cannot find any living
trees to burrow in. It will take
many decades for the pine forests to recover. You can find
pine infected by the pin beetle
on R31 between Spring Lake
and Holland. You will recognize
the trees by pop-corn sized
resin oozing out of the holes left
by the beetles, yellowing bark
and reddish pine needles. Because they are so dry, they snap
like toothpicks in strong winds
and display blue-stained wood.
JH

Living water, MI
The dying pine trees is in sharp contrast to this leaf I took in our garden one morning this
July.
Jesus said he offers water that renders a person never to be thirsty again. I often wonder
whether I understand what Jesus meant by this saying.
The dew drops on a leaf invites one to touch them. If one does, as I did, then they become little rivulets that begin to run together and soon the leaf can no longer hold the
water as it falls to the ground where it can actually nurture the earth, for the wax on the
leaf prohibited the leaf from absorbing the water.
If we can see ourselves as little water drops that need other drops before we can flow,
we’ll flow as a river before we know it.
It is written that a river flows from God’s throne and waters a valley of acacias (Joel 3:18).
JH

Genesis 1:9
“And God said…
Let day ground appear,
And let the land produce vegetation…”
KD
KD

"Then God said, ‘Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every
kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.’ And it was so." (Gen 1:11) God's beauty is seen
here as well as provision for us as humans. Though small, these sweet, juicy berries were enjoyed in delicious pancakes.
BP

"And God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into
one place, and let the dry land appear.’ And it was so. ... The earth
brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of
every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it." (Gen. 1:9-13)
BP

You Live at the Hinge
You brood in the night in its fearfulness,
You dawn the day in its energy,
You move at the edge of night
Into the margin of day.
You live at the hinge between fear and energy,
You take the feeble night and give us strong day,
You take our fatigue and bestow courage,
You take our drowsy reluctance and fashion
Full-blooded zeal.
What shat we say?
You, only you, you
You at the hinge-and then the day.
You– and then us,
From you in faithfulness,
Us for the day,
Us in the freedom and courage and energy,
Amen.

And then back to you– in trust and gratitude.

A Prayer of Walter Brueggemann
Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth

The Great Lights– Moon and Sun: Genesis 1:16

Day #4
“And God said,
“Let there be
lights in the
expanse…”
Genesis 1: 14

Day #5
“And God said,
“Let there be...so God
created the great
creatures…”
Genesis 1: 21

Living creatures

And so we are called to have dominion over the animals of the earth. It is a
difficult task, especially if one recognizes the sharp beak of a heron in
one’s own mouth . JH
"Let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky."

BP

This image of the loons is closely related to Andrei Rublev's icon of the Trinity. Adding to
its symbolism, the three loons are depicting the God's spirit hovering over the face of the
waters in creation.
Living creatures were brought forth from the earth in creation--including those that creep
along the earth. This toad's intricate detail and hop reveals God's playful creativity as
well as God's continued providence for the creature's life. BP

Day #6: Male & Female
I am currently teaching a class entitled Embodiment and I am again surprised how limited out
language is to reflect on ourselves as human beings. Tainted by millennia of Gnostic and Docetic
thought, we have difficulty being an unified entity, preferring dualistic thought to describe who
we are. Despite out rational beliefs, we still tend to see Jesus as just seemingly human, void of all
the drifts and desires we have as humans. Or we defend ourselves by seeing everything human
as sinful.
I took this image at a recent girls soccer game. By turning a zoom lens while at a low shutter
speed, one get’s an image literally being blown apart. Maybe that is what is needed for us to fully
understand what it means to be female and male. We have to destroy our preconceived ideas to
embrace the fact that we are made in the image of God.
If people close to God, like Moses, could not see God directly, I wonder sometimes if we, made
in the image of God, can see ourselves in that image and survive?
JH

Day #7

Sabbath
Genesis 1:31
“And God saw everything that God
had made, and behold, it was very
good.”

It Is Good !
In Genesis, a fundamental goodness is presumed throughout the creation story. At every
juncture God acts, steps back, and rests. God invokes the light, separates it from the darkness-creating a conversational rhythm between light and dark-and steps back. And God
saw that is was good. Then God makes a place for heaven and earth, separates the sea
from dry land-creating a tidal rhythm– and steps back. And God saw that is was good.
Sabbath rest invites us to step back, and see that it is good. Jews believe that on
the Sabbath we are given an extra soul– the Neshemah Yeterah, or Sabbath soul– which
enables us to more fully appreciate and enjoy the blessings of our life and the fruits of our
labors. With this extra soul, like God on the Sabbath, we, too, are more able to pause and
see how it is good (pp. 40-41).
From Sabbath: Restoring the Sacred Rhythm of Rest
By Wayne Muller

Featured Theotogs in this issue:
KD: Keith Derrick

BP: Bethany Popkes

JH: Jaco Hamman

MORE THEOTOGS NEEDED!!

